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Armidale Branch of the National Parks Association

invites you to come on the

PILLIGA WILDFLOWER AND COAL SEAM GAS TRIP    17-19 SEPTEMBER 2011
Would you like to learn more about the coal seam gas exploration and test mining happening in the Pilliga area between Coonabarabran and Narrabri?  Eastern Star Gas already has a trial mining operation with many wells, mostly on public land in Pilliga East State Forest. At least 550 wells are planned in stage 1. More mines are likely in prime agricultural areas but the first target is a forest that is renowned for its biodiversity values. 
NPA is a community conservation group. We gathered community support in the past to stop destruction of the Pilliga for industrial charcoal, and again to get large parts reserved for conservation. NSW Government can still allow mining in many of the conservation areas and remaining State Forests. We plan to visit some of the best protected areas in the wildflower season as well as areas being destroyed for coal seam gas.
Tentative Itinerary

Saturday 17 September: 8am Depart Armidale; lunch in Coonabarabran; Forest Discovery Centre Baradine; Sculptures in the Scrub and Dandry Gorge; wildflower stops along the way. Stay at Pilliga Pottery

Accommodation: bed in shared room $30/person/night, or camp $8. NPA is booking for the whole group. To see how lovely it is click here.  Woodfired Pizza dinner $20 or self cater. 

Sunday 18:  self cater or cooked breakfast $10-$16, Packed lunch $8-10. Cafe sells cappuccino, bread rolls...

Carmel flint will lead the tour to some of the existing coal seam gas test sites – see how much forest gets cleared for each fenced well, evaporation ponds, power lines linking them up;            we hope to meet concerned local people; see other forest areas where more wells are planned.
   Anyone who needs to return to Armidale on Sunday can drive on to Narrabri, Gunnedah, home. Others will see more then return to Pilliga Pottery (accommodation and food options as before).

Monday 19 (optional): Leisurely start enjoying Pottery’s bushland environment; drive to Sandstone Caves; wildflowers; drive home in afternoon arriving about 5pm.


We need to know NOW if you are thinking of coming. We need definite registrations by Friday 9 Sept. We want to make the travel efficient by booking a minibus if enough people are coming. We also need to know if anyone has a licence to drive a small bus. Otherwise, we’d like to minimise the number of cars. If people have 4 wheel drive cars this may enable us to visit extra sites.
Please provide the following information NOW if you think you may be able to come:

Fill in this form or answer in an email and send it to patschultz@iinet.net.au or phone Pat on 6772 5852
If you’ve already told Kate or Carmel you’re coming we’d still like you to fill this in as there are extra questions.
Names of each participant:
‘Definite’ or only ‘may come’?  
If not yet definite, please contact Pat again on or before Friday 9th Sept
Phone:                                             Email: 
Coming for 3 days or only 2 (Sat & Sun)?                      Camping or Bed in shared room?
Fully self-catering or will buy some meals (e.g. Saturday night Pizza)?
By bus if one is going (Yes/No)?                                  
Willing to take own car?                            4 wheel drive (e.g. Subaru) or not?  
Spare seats?                       Need a lift? 

